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12 Edwin Moise estimates the number of people killed during the northern land reform as "probably on the rough order of 5,000 and almost certainly between 3,000 and 15,000." 13 Bùi Tín, in his memoir, wrote that the land reform "caused the deaths of more than ten thousand people." 14 Arthur Dommen cites testimony from "a former cadre of the land reform campaign" for the information that "12,000 members and cadres of the party and 20,000 ordinary civilians were executed during the campaign."
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Ngn Aình Di0m's policy to gain control of the rural population in the south, made at the same time as the "land reform" in the north, also used Buzzanco says that neither the noncommunist Vietnamese nor the Americans could match "the skills and appeal of the Vietnamese communists," which presumably mobilized people under the banner of nationalism and anticolonialism. In the context of a totalitarian state, however, these skills teach people to follow orders by indoctrination, discipline, and fear. It is easily forgotten that many Vietnamese were nationalist and anticolonial but also anticommunist.
Buzzanco reduces the question of whether the war was "winnable" to proposals that it be fought "without restraints," or by "invading the north," or anger, or madness (contrary to Buzzanco's attribution of these emotions to me) toward anyone for the fact that a "good idea" went wrong or that the American people valued domestic peace over a discredited foreign commitment. I believe that if the United States had maintained its support of Ngn Aình Di0m and had followed his advice as much as it demanded that he follow American advice, many grave errors could have been avoided. Ngn Aình Di0m did not want US troops in the RVN. 34 In 1961, he told the US ambassador: "If we cannot win this struggle ourselves, with the invaluable help you are giving, then we deserve to lose, and will lose." 35 Ultimately, after
